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Autism

Many are familiar with Dustin Hoffman's portrayal of a man with autism in the movie Rainman. We laughed
as he repeatedly stated that he only buys his underwear at K-mart and were amazed that he could count
the number of toothpicks on the floor with a single glance. Yet, we were mystified that he did not know
the cost of a candy bar, how to converse with another person, or how to stop hitting himself when he was
upset. Rainman did not pick up on the social nuances of everyday life and often had difficulty effectively
communicating his wants and needs. He perseverated on topics that were often not of interest to others
and had some unusual and repetitive behaviors. Rainman had autism.

WHAT IS AUTISM?

Autism, one of several pervasive developmental disorders (others include Asperger's syndrome, pervasive
developmental disorder not otherwise specified, Rett's disorder, and childhood disintegrative disorder), is a
lifelong neurological disability that affects how the brain functions. It is characterized by delayed and
atypical social and communication skills, as well as by the demonstration of repetitive behaviors and
restricted interests, which begin before 3 years of age. To receive a diagnosis of autistic disorder, an
individual must meet the criteria set forth in the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders (4th
edition, text revision; DSM-IV-TR). The criteria focus on qualitative impairments in (1) social interactions
(e.g., failure to develop peer relationships, a lack of sharing enjoyment with others, and poor social
reciprocity), (2) communication skills (e.qg., delay in language, difficulty initiating or sustaining
conversations, stereotypical or repetitive use of language, lack of make-believe play), and (3) repetitive
and stereotypical patterns of behavior (e.g., preoccupations, inflexibility, repetitive motor movements).

Although each individual with autism is different, some hallmark characteristics and behaviors include poor
Eye contact, need for sameness. fascination with parts uf nhje:ts, selective Ilslenlng, repeallng the same
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CONCLUSION

Researchers are beginning to have a better understanding of the causes and treatments of autism.
However, there is still so much to learn. Just as Rainman methodically looked at the world and recorded his
observations, so must we if we are to make a difference in the lives of individuals with autism.
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Asperger Syndrome

Asperger syndrome (AS) is the term applied to the mildest and highest functioning end of the autistic (or
pervasive developmental disorder [PDO]) spectrum, which ranges from AS to classic autism, Pecple with AS
typically display impaiments in throe areas: social difficultios (i.e., reading social cues, social
awkwardness, and poor social skills), subtle communication problems (i.e., pedantic tone of voice and rate
of speech, lack of fluidity m speech, difficulty understanding linguistic humer such as sarcasm and irony),
and repetitive. figid, or restricted behaviors (i.e., extreme interest in a topic or activity, insistence on
particular behavioral routines). Comparad with children with other autistic spectrum disorders, children with
AS are characterized as having higher cognitive abiities and relatively normal language functioning.

Although Hans Asperger originally describad childran with this clinical picture in the 16405, AS was not
officially recognized until 1994 in tha fourth edition of the Disgrostic and Statistical Manual of Mental
Disordiars (DEM-IV). Within a yoar of one anothar, Lea Kanner and Asperger sach published papers
describing children digplaying symploms in each of the three areas of developmental imparment. Loma
Wing's (1981) paper was the major work to stimulate further review of Asperger's description and its
relationship Kanner's. Wing estimated that Kanner's definition of autism applied to only 10% of children with
autism, and she called attention to the need far new diagnoses o 3 broader definition of the disorder. Wing
also changed the disarder's name from sutistic psychapathy to Asperger's sy

Research suggests that AS is considerably more common than autism. Whereas autism occurs in about 4 of
every 10,000 children, estimates of AS have ranged as high as 20 to 25 per 10,000. Frobably about 3 or 4
of ewery 1,000 children develop the full clinical picture of AS before about 10 years of age. Like autism, AS
s much more common in boys than girs. In fact, studies suggest that males are about § times more likely
to have AS than females are. Because famales with AS sometimes exhibat cifferent pattems of symptoms,
prevalence figures may undarestimate the proportion of femalas with AS in the genaral population.
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Kuomintang
Kuomlntang were forced to retreat to the island of Taiwan in October 1949, protected by battle
squadrons of .

China
... he defeated Chiang, who fled to the island of Taiwan, which had been regained from Japan. In
October ...

Deng Xiaoping (1904 - 1997)
.. two systems” approach was developed by Deng to entice Taiwan into a reunion with mainland China.
Success crowned ...

Asia
.. Federation; East Asia: China (including Hong Kong, Macau, and Taiwan), Japan, North and South Korea;
Southeast Asia: Brunei, ...

China
... he defeated Chiang, who fled to the island of Taiwan, which had been regained from Japan. In
October ...

Bolshevism
.. problem of execution. Ian Morley , Ming Chuan University, Taiwan See Also Volume 1 Left: Communism
Soviet Union ...

Democracy
.. the democratic process. lan Morley , Ming Chuan University, Taiwan See Also Volume 1 Left: Suffragists
United States ...
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A DEMOCRACY can be described as a type of government in which members of the public take part in the
governing process. This inclusion can take different forms; it may be direct or it may be indirect. The term
democracy is also employed to be a means of measurement of how much influence people (within a nation
or state) have over their government. In the modern world, the notion of what exactly constitutes a
democracy varies widely, as do the types of democracy used in political systems across the world.

The word democracy comes from the Greek language: demos meaning “the people” ; kratein “to rule”

or “people to rule.” In Greek, therefore, the term literally means “rule by the people.” While many people
across the world are familiar with what a democracy is, these same people are also familiar with political
systems of a somewhat different nature. Different governmental forms include, for instance, a plutocracy
(a governmental system where wealth is the basis of power), or a dictatorship (a government headed by a
dictator, a totalitarian or authoritarian leader). Given the broad familiarity with democracy and its almost
global acceptance, other governmental forms are seen in negative terms, sometimes in terms of oppression
and brutality. Hence a dictatorship is also known as misrule or a kleptocracy (a government that rules
solely to enrich its rulers and to maintain their rule).

In order for a democracy to exist, criteria must be met. These include, by way of example, freedom of
speech, human rights, the right to elect a government through free and just elections, the freedom of
assembly, freedom from discrimination and, finally, the rule of law. Given these elements, it may be said
that democracy is a means not only to promote social good and freedoms but also is a method to limit
tyranny. That is, democracy is a means to limit the abuse of power as well as provide for fair government.

while acknowledged as not being a perfect form of government, a democracy, as Sir Winston Churchill
once said, is “the worst form of government except for all those others that have been tried.” At the
core of the democratic principle is the rule that if the majority are in agreement then the opinions of the
minority are overruled.
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People'S Republic of China and Taiwan

Any consideration of cultural diversity in the world, past and present,
cannot ignore the People’s Republic of China and Taiwan. The modern N
political units in this part of East Asia changed significantly during the -
20th century. In 1949 Mao Zedong (Mao Tse-tung) established the
People's Republic of China (PRC) on the Chinese mainland after defeating
the Party or troops led by Jiang
Jieshi (Chiang Kaishek). At that time, Jiang established the Republic of '
China in the islands that constitute Taiwan. In 1997 Great Brtain
returned the islands in the tarritory of Hong Kong to the PRC, and in 1999,

Portugal returned the temitory of Macau to the PRC. Although publications  fThe Peaple’s Republic of China

and Taivwan
pource: © A Seagard.
s more images

tend to treat Chinese culture throughout these modern political units as
homogeneous, there is significant regional variation in language,
subsistence practices, housing, crafts, social organization, and ritual life.
In addition there are numerous officially recognized ethnic groups living in
these regions of East Asia. There is no doubt that such regional cultural
wvariation first developed during the prehistoric period.

ISIDEBARS:
ASIA
GREAT WALL OF CHINA

In addition, the total area cannot be ignored by virtue of its large size and
huge population. At present the PRC has the largest population on earth,

with aver 1 billion people. There also is great physical diversity. The PRC is somewhat larger in size than

the United States, with climatic zanes spanning from cald temperate in the north to subtropical in the
south, In the south, the favorable climate and beaches have made Hainan island a major tourist

destination, Historically, northern China is often referred to as including those areas north of the Yangai

River (or Yangtze, 3lso known as Chang Jiang). The largest river in northern China is the Yellow River

(Huang He). Another major river in southern China is the Zhu (Pearl) River, Western and southwestern
areas of the PRC are mountainous, while there are many fertile plains in the central and eastemn portions.
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The People’s Republic of China
and Talwan

Source: D MW Seagard.

8 more images

GREAT WALL OF CHIMNA

Home: Advanced Search  Browse

Dot Gl Zaite

LI FURTHER READING

@Reader’s Guide
RELATED TOPICS:

@ Cultural/Social
Anthropology

Image :

< People'S Republic of China and Taiwan

On Sunday, December 26, 2004, in the wake of an earthquake in the Indian Ocean ranking 9.0 on the
Richter scale, immense tidal waves known as tsunami ravaged large sections of Asia and a small area of
Africa with little or no prior waming, destroying whole areas and devastating populations. Countries most
directly affected by the tidal waves included Indonesia, Thailand, India, Malaysia, the Maldives, Sri Lanka,
and Myanmar in Asia and Somalia in Africa. Tourists and visitors fram around the globe also lost their lives
when the tsunamis swamped beaches, hotels, and tourist attractions in the affected areas. Almost
300,000 people were reportedly killed by the tsunamis, and another 3 million suffered from the destruction
of their families, their health, and their livelihoads. A number of indwiduals and businesses that survived the
direct sttack by the tsunamis were severely affected by its sftermath, Studying the implications of the
tsunamis of 2004 will occupy anthropalogists and other scholars for decades.

One of the mast interesting anthropological aspects of the 2004 tsunamis will be the examination of the
impact of globalization on relief efforts as nations, groups, and individuals around the world complied with

the cal to help raise the $10 billion needed for relief efforts, as estimated by the United Nations. By March
2008, the United States had committed $350 million to tsunami relief, with plans for an additional $6 million
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RELATED TOPICS:

@ Culturalisocial
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< People's Republic of China and Taiwan

GREAT WALL OF CHINA

The Great Wall of China has been described as being like 3 giant dragon snaking its way across northerm
China. From east to west it runs across mountains, valleys, and bodies of water for approximately 4,163

miles (6,700 kilometers). Although there are roads that are longer, the Great Wall is the longest structure
ever built by humans. It is visible to astronauts from earth orbil

The Great Wall starts on China's east coast at Shanhaiguan, which is a town near the city of Qinhuangdao
It ends in western China close to the town of Jiayugun. It was built to defend China from invasions by
tribes from Mongolia and Siberia.

Anthropologists include the Great Wallin the study of ancient cultures, or prehistorical human life, because
the date and place for the beginning of its construction are unknown. Probably, it was begun at least
2,400 years ago during the Spring, Autumn, or Warring States periods of Chinese history. Successive
dynasties built, expanded, or ignored it until around 400 years ago.

&t first, parts of the Great Wall were built in different Chinese states. After northern China was unified,
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